
School Visits
from children’s book author & illustrator

I’ve been visiting schools across the nation 
and around the world for many years and 
have built up a wealth of knowledge and 
experience in promoting literacy, drawing 
and reading for pleasure to primary school 
aged children.

Your children will know and already love 
some of my books and series. I’ve written 
and illustrated over 180 of them - Olympia, 
Axel Storm, The Ginger Ninja, The Just So 
Stories, Ricky Rocket and Viking Vik to name 
just a few as well as many tiltes in the Collins 
Big Cat readers and The Oxford Project X.

I’ve also illustrated books for many other 
well-known authors, including 
Rose Impey, Michael Rosen 
and Michael Morpurgo - 9 
million of our books were 
given away in Macdonald’s 
Happy meals!

Want a fun, enjoyable, rewarding and 
memorable author visit?

Reading for pleasure
I have been in thrall to stories all my life.

I’m quite a slow reader and a dyslexic 
writer, (I had to retake my English O levels 
three times!)

It was illustration, songwriting and 
performance that led me into children’s 
books, but editors kept encouraging me to 
write.

People often think that I’ve been a teacher. 
I never have been but I think I still have skills 
and insights to share. 

When I visit schools, I aim to inspire and 
excite children, to bring my stories to life 
through performance, drawing, explaining 
where the ideas came from, sharing the 
secrets of my inspiration and the writing 
methods I have developed over the years.

Immeasurable outcomes!
These days it’s all targets and measurable 
outcomes and much of the benefit of an 
author visit will become evident a long time 
after reports are written.

But with planning and preparation, your 
school can achieve a huge amount from 
my visit, building on the curriculum and 
producing immediate and noticeable results.

My series books cover themes of space, 
horror, bullying, Ancient Greece, the 
Vikings, myths and mythology, Roman Britain 
and, coming soon Bronze Age Britain.

Within each series  the stories cover 
many other themes. I like to think I’m very 
adaptable and can bring something to the 
subjects you are studying.

For instance, my Olympia series not 
only cover Ancient Greece  and Greek 

mythology, but 
they are great 
stories based on 
eight different 
sports, featuring 
motivation, 
application and 
getting along 
with rivals.



What I do.
My favourite day in schools is one of 
storytelling and drawing, where you just 
want me to come and tell stories and 
promote the idea of reading for pleasure.

I’m quite an energetic performer, so three 
hour-long sessions is my maximum before I 
flake out!

Idea workshops
The day starts with a performance of one of 
my stories, introducing the characters and 
situation to the children. Then we work on 
new story ideas, based on the characters, 

with up to three 
individual classes.

In the process, I’ll 
show the children 
how I organise 
ideas with mind 
maps and my own 
way of making 
story plans.

We come back together at the end of the 
day to share the stories we have been 
working on, often with performances!  
A little preparation, so the children know 
what to expect, makes a huge difference to a 
succesful day of writing.

Drawing
I love showing children how to draw. My 
Youtube channels have over 20million views 
showing how to draw all sorts of things.

Below are some examples of a day I spent 
showing each class how to draw a different 
world monument - here the Parthenon and 
Reykjavik Cathedral. With a bit of forward 
planning, I can do some preliminary work to 
break down your chosen subject into easy 
stages that the children can follow. 

Question time
I’d start the day with a whole school 
performance of a story with drawing and 
explanation of where the ideas came from. 
Then I’d visit individual classes to chat, 
answer questions and show how to draw, 
bringing sketchbooks and other material to 
make things more interesting.

This works best when the children have done 
research on me and my books and have 
spent time thinking about what they want to 
ask.

Fees
I charge £500 per day - £300 per half 
day plus expenses plus VAT. You may find it 
helpful to share some expenses with another 
school nearby.

I live in the Forest of Dean in Gloucestershire, 
so visits outside Glos,Worcs, Herefordshire 
or Monmouthshire will probably require 
overnight accommodation.

Please feel free to call me on 01594 
837386 so we can get your school author 
visit off to a great start. I’ll look forward to 
hearing from you.


