
1. Drawing Stick Men

Drawing Stick People

We call them stick men, but they are really 
stick people - simple shapes that could 
represent men or women - thankfully adding 
a simple triangle for a skirt helps us to know 
which door to go through when nature calls!

Adjust the height and you can draw children 
too. 

You might think,  “Oh no I used to draw them 
as a kid!” 

Stick men may well be as far as you ever got in 
your artistic career, so let’s pick up where you 
dropped off and work our way onwards and 
upwards!

We are using the definition of a cartoon in this 
course as “A simple, two-dimensional drawing.”

The stick man is the epitome of a simple, two-
dimensional drawing. I couldn’t get much simpler.

A head, a body, two arms and two legs - maybe 
hands and feet if you are lucky. 

Lets see how we can begin to make this image a 
little more expressive.

We can improve on the basic stick man by giving him joints at the elbows, wrists, 
knees and ankles. This immediately allows for more movement and expression.
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Next we can take our stick man 
further by adding shoulders and 
hips. They are just lines but they 
add even more to the freedom 
and expression to the character.

Finally, let’s add a curve. The spine bends and curves as we move. It is the curve of the 
spine and the angle of the shoulders that adds so much to our reading of body language, 
and it is that which gives so much expression and mood to a drawing.

Assignment:

Go through this process. Start with very simple stick men, then add hips and shoulders 
and finally curve the spine to see what happens.

You cannot break your stick man! Bend him any way you can - by playing with him, you 
will become used to drawing bodies in different ways.

Experiment with proportions - see what happens to your character of you give him a 
large head or a small body. Most of all have fun!


