
Perspective 101 - One point Perspective

The simplest way to give the impression of 
depth in a two dimensional drawing is to 
use a single vanishing point. 
 
The vanishing point is where all 
construction lines meet in the distance, 
on the horizon. Once you have chosen 
where to place your vanishing point, 

draw lines radiating out from it. Length and breadth lines (or up and down and 
sideways) will all be vertical or horizontal. 
 
With this simple set up, you can build convincing scenes very quickly.

Placing the vanishing point in the centre of the picture, draws the eye into the 
distance. You can use this fact to draw the viewer’s eye, to look and notice details.
 
The Vanishing point can be placed where ever you like, even off the page. If you 
draw something close to the vanishing point, the perspective will be quite dramatic 
and will make the the drawing feel quite tight and compressed. This is not how the 
eye sees things, unless you are close-up to the object. 
 
Placing the the 
vanishing point 
to one side 
and a distance 
away, allows 
the drawing 
to breathe and 
makes the 
perspective look 
more natural - 
the way the eye 
generally sees 
things



Draw a box with vertical and horizontal lines, then draw two lines, joining the 
corners. Draw a smaller box inside the first, with its corners touching the diagonal 
lines. 
 
Where the diagonals meet will be the vanishing point and the space btween the 
boxs will be the inside of a three dimensional box. You can get a feel for the floor 
by drawing horizontal lines in the bottom quadrant. Make the lines get closer 
together, the "further away" they are. 
 
Drawing lines down from the vanishing point will creat an impression of a tiled 
floor. This then becomes the grid for placing your furniture. 
 
 
 Exercise:

Try drawing the the drawings on this sheet. Draw in the horizon first, 
decide where youir vanishing point will be and then draw lines radiating 
out from it.

The verticals will be vertical and the horizontals with be horizontal, so you 
can use a set square if you like!

Draw The nearer to the vanishing point the closer the horizontals and the 
verticals get together to give an inpression of receding into the distance.

Use this grid to build your drawings. When you feel confident draw from 
life, photographic reference or from your imagination. (The camera will 
generally distort perspective so you will have to iterpret photographs to 
suit your grid.)


